
GOPAL AND 
THE COWHERD 

This simple Bengali folktale, illustrating the power of faith, was 
passed down from teacher to disciple: from Sri Ramakrishna to 
Swami Vivekananda and from him to Sister Nivedita, who recounted 
it in 'Cradle Tales of Hinduism'. 

Little Gopal is afraid to walk alone through the forest to school. His 
mother tells him, "Call out to your cowherd brother. He will come and 
protect you''. When Gopal calls out, to his delight, a cowherd with 
dancing eyes appears and escorts him to school... 
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&OPAL WAS BORN. SO MOTHER ANP> 
SON HAP NO ONE TO 


THERE IS 
NO MORE MILK 
IN THE HOUSE. 
WHAT SHALL 
I PO ? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





r you ARE ALL^ 

GO HELPFUL 
ANPKINP. I 
PON*T KNOW 
HOW TO REFAY 
YOU . A 


PO N’T 6AY 
THAT . IT 1^ OOR 
P6ITY TO HELP 

YOU ANP WE 
ENJOY &OIN& 


f the raingare 

ALMOST HERE. MY 
HUGBANP ANP THE 
OTHER MEN WILL 
take TCJRNG TO 
PLOUGH ANP GOW 
^^^YOUR LANP. 


* 


2 


GOPAL AND THE COWHERD 





BABY KRlGHNA 
WAG GO FONP OF 
CURPG ANP CREA 
k THAT HE 616EP 


THEM 


r PIPN’T 

' HI6> 
MOTHER 
GCOLP HIM 

UKE you 

GCOLP ME 
£>OME- 

V timers 





PIP GCOLt? 


HIM 


ear 


WA 6 


GORRY 


ERWARP& 


WA 
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&OPAL GREW UP WTO A 


IT IS HE WHO ^ 
HELPS US THROUGH 
LIFE, MY SOW. 


WE CAN*T SEE 
HE LORO, MOTHER 
VET WE PRAV 
TO HIM . > 



■ - - • ■ 

' Mi/ LITTLE OWE 
HAS BEGUN TO 
TWJNK ANP WONPER 
ABOUT THE WORLP. 
IT « TIME HE WENT 




I MOST SPIN 


MUCH *ARN AS 
i / CAN . ^ 



/MOTHER, VOO 1 
HARPLV EAT AN*/- 
THING THESE FMVS 

SPIN 


ANP 
A WAV AT THAT 
WHEEL TILL 
LATE AT 
V NkSHT. ^1 


/ OH,NO, VOCi’LL 
' LIKE IT. VOO WILL 
MEET OTHER BOVS 
THERE , ANP LEARN 
TO REAP ANP WRITE 
ANP OROW WISE 
S. LIKE VOOR 

\ father . y 
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SLOWLV, GOFAl. 9 MOTREP 
COLLECTED ENOCfGH M ONE'S TV 


LOOK UKE A 


MOTHER. I 




BUT, MOTHER, 
IS SCHOOL A 
FRK3HTENINO 
v PLACE ? .' 
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AT FIRST GOPAL ENJOVEP THE 
WALK THROUGH THE FOREST. 



s* HOW \1 

Ae 

( COOL ANP J 


f *KAPV IT \t 

I 

5 
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W (T IG SO 
FRIGHTENING 
HERE. HAVE 
l LOGT M</ 



tji Jy 1 


Sim 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





WE ARE HERE TO¬ 
GETHER, MV BOV9,T 
LEARN TO REAP ANP 
WRITE ANP, ABOVE ALL, 
TO USE OUR MlHPS TO 
THINK ANP REASON. 

L^ PRAV TO SARASHATI 

OF LEARNI 
TO HELP as . ■ 
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OOPAL HAP A &OOP PAV, JO </!NO 

ALL THAT He WAG LEARN/NO. 


/T WAS THE PRACTICE FOR 

VOONG CHILPRER TO WRITE 

THEIR FIRST LETTERS /IV 
GANP. LATER, THEV WROTE 
OR STlRfr PAUVH/RA LEAVES. 



W/TH THE OTHER 



OH, I’LL HAVE 
TO GO THROUGH 
THE FOREST 
AGAIN .... 



AS HE WALHEP HOME , His 
BEGAN TO SLOW POW/V . 


I AAA SO 
AFRAIP. 
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■HEM TO 
WHO PO 


WE HAVE 


WHO PO WE 
HAVE 2 VE&, OF 
COURSE » WE 
HAVE LORP 
KRISHNA ' WHV 



12 



PEAR LORP, YOU 
ARE THE FATHER O 
THE POOR. VOU 
PROTECT ALL. I 

KNOW yOU WILL 


GOPAL AND THE COWHERD 


at THE THOUGHT OR KRISHNA , HER 
WORRY HAP VAN/SHEP> - 




B OT WILL 

fOtl SO IF 


WILL 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



OH, MOTHER, I 
HAVE NEVER 6>EEN 
MV BROTHER. I 
NEVER KNEW I 
V HAP one f y 


f YE* . IF voa 

ARE AFRAlP, YOU 
HAVE ONLY TO CALL 
HIM . HE WILL COM E 
AT ONCE • v 





MUCH 
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J 



f 





the TWO GO</£ walhee> thhocj&h 

THE EOHE&T, LA 06 H/H& AHG> 
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I woulc? have 

LlHEE>TO,eOPAL. 
BUT MW COW*? 

are wanpering 

A BOOT UNTEHPEP 


WITH ME ANP 
MEET NM 
TEACHER 2 



I WILL . JO&T 
CALL ME ANP 
I WILL COME 


r WILL ^ 
WOO COME 
SACK IN THE 
EVENING TO 

TAKE ME 
HOME ? j 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I KNEW HE 
WOULP LOOK 
AFTER YOU, 
COME, MY CHILP, 
EAT NOW. 


HE GO 
WONPERFUL, MOTHER 
HE PLAY*? THE FLUTE 
ANP HIG PEACOCK 
FEATHERS PANCE 
EVERY TIME HE 
MOV EG . 
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YOU TOOK CARE 
OF MY GON , MV 
LORP, I CALLEP 
ANP YOU CAME 
TO COMFORT A 
MOTHERS 
HEART , 


/ 
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V/ 


I 


'/a 
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PROM THAT 04V OM- 
WARPG, COPAL LOGT 
H/G PEAR OP THE 

roRccr, 




YE&,ANP 
WE MUGT ALL 
BRING HIM 


T HAVE YOU \ 
HEARP ? OUR 

TEACHER IG GOING 
TO GIVE A FEAGT 
TOMORROW. 


OHl F 04V, AH GCHOOL 
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/! 
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‘,f / 4 


MV MOTHER 
WILL BE MAKING 
TWO TRAVS OF 
SWEETG FOR 
HIM. 


I* THAT ALL a 
I GHALL BE 
BRINGING HIM 
THREE SACKS 

of rice. 


rv 9 


• 1 




V 


I 


£ 



r I HAVE 
SOME FINE MOG- 
LlN FOR HIM. 


F ANP1 WILL 11 
BRING SOME 
GILK ANPA 
GOLP- EMBROIPER- 
EP SARI FOR > 
V HIG WIFE. X 
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OUH TEACHER 
IG GIVING A 

TOMORROW^ 
ANP ALL THE 
BOVS ARE TAK¬ 
ING HIM BEAUTI¬ 
FUL GlFTG. 
what Shall 
I take ? 




>1 LOOM OF RAIN CRO&SE& 
THE POOR MOTHER FACE- 


WE HAVE 
NOTHING AT 
ALL . WHAT 
GIFT CAN 
WE OFFER ? 



I WILL, MOTHER. 
BROTHER GOPAL 
WILL CERTAINLY 
THINK OF GOME- 
V THING. a 


MV CHILP, 
AGK YOUR 
BROTHER. 
HE WILL 
HELP WOO 


/T frVAG ONLW FOR A 

MOME/vr. 


W77 














BOTH 


FACEB BRIGHTENS? AT THE THOUGHT OF KRISHNA 
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WHAT CAN I 
GIVE </0CI,6OFAL? 
i I AM ONLV A POOR 
\ CO WHERP- A 


7 —- BROTHER, ^ 

AW TEACHER & 

GIVING A F£A6»T TOPA*/. 
CAN VOU GIVE MB A 
GIFT TO TAKE FOR 

HI M ? / 



B6IT WAIT, I 
HAVE AN IC?EA 
I’LL BE BACK 
IN A MINUTE. 



THE COW HERE? RETURNEE? WITH A LITTLE 

pot. mwmmr -— .< . :i .4 


T HERE, 
&OPAL.THI& 
IG THE BEGT 
k I CAN GIVE 
CV VD6I 


OH ! THAT*? 
NICE / A pen 
FULL OF 
CURPG. 
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WHEN SOPAL'S TORN CAME, THE 
TEACHER TOOK THE POT A UTTLE 
COLPL</. TEAR& WELLEE? UP IN 




25 





















































































































































amar chitra katha 




I RAVE £ERVEP 

everyone several 

HELPING# OF CLXRP#. 
VET THERE & MORE 
LEFT . THE MORE 
SERVE , THE MORI 
THE RE • 



WHAT \# 
THI# ? THE 
POT V# #TILL 
POLL ? 


Til 

- — [ [i 

rv 


p / 

J s~\ hi 

1,1 L 


P\ 

11 { 



A 
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THE teacher pooaep ahp pocmeo, Bar *t/ll the pot op copp* hem ajhep poll . 



Pc/MepooNoeo, the teacher 

TOHNEP> TO GOPAL . 
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ARC woo 

JOKINO, 
MV BOV? 



f ONLVONE 
WEAR* A CROY^N 

WITH PEACOCK 
FEATHERS. BUT 
VOO ANV> I CAN 
NEVER «£E 
HIM. 



PON*T *PIN *6ICH 
TALE*, COPAL, 
ALWAV* TELL. 
THE TRUTH . 


SOT, *IR , IT f€ THE TROTH 

MV MOTHER TOLt? MB HB 
Y40CXLT? COMB ANP> TAKE 

CARE OF ME. ANP> HE / 
POE*. MV MOTHER / 
v NEVER LIE*. / - 


UJ/VM 


7i/i r 
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POREGT, AHP> WHEN THEY REACHED 


GOPAL, THh£> 

I* VOUR LITTLE 
BROTHER CALL¬ 
ING, COME TO 
k ME . 



THERE WAGNOAMGWER 
GOPAL CALLEP> AGA/N . 


T BROTHER \ 
GOPAL, BRO¬ 
THER GOPAL . 
PLEASE , WON’T 
VOO COME ? . 
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^EEP WITHIN 
THE Li QUIP* 



A LOW ANP LOVING VOICE, 


I AM HERE, 
GENTLE GOPAL 
I AM VISIBLE 
ONLV TO THE 
PORE ANO THE 
FAITHFUL) TO 
THOGE WHO 
LOVE ME 
WELL. 


gopal and the cowherd 



r MW LORO, MW LORO, 
I HAVE HEARO WOO • 
THROUGH A WOO NO 
CHILO, WOU HAVE 
TAUGHT ME NOT TO 
OCORN THE HUMBLE 




BECAUSE OF WOU, 
MW CHILO, WE HAVE 
PARTAHEN OF 
CUROG FROM THE 
VERY HANOG OF 
THE LORO . 



LIT a*=> W/TH THE 
7 KR/GHNA . 


THE TEACHER WALK- 
EO SLOWLW BACK TO 
THE SCHOOL WITH 

gopal . 
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